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OJD Signs 

Johne’s disease very rarely detected in homebred stock in Qld 

Has been introduced to Qld in the past from Southern States 

Monitor stock & report any unusual signs of diarrhoea or wasting 
of animals to Biosecurity Queensland 

The sooner the disease is detected, the quicker it can be controlled 



OJD Symptoms 

The major symptoms are:  
chronic diarrhoea and ill thrift followed by emaciation and then death 

 
 
There are two known strains of the organism: 

• Cattle strain (BJD) – infects cattle, alpaca, goats, deer, camels 

• Sheep strain (OJD) – infects mainly sheep and goats 

 

Note: Johne’s disease is notifiable under legislation and must be 
 reported to Biosecurity Qld.  



OJD Control 

Before this disease can be controlled we must know how it spreads 

• Young animals - suckling their dam or grazing infected pasture 

• Bacteria is found in the colostrum, milk and faeces of infected animals 

• Clinical signs usually take up to 2 years to appear 

• Bacteria can survive for up to 1 year in the environment 

• Carrier animals can shed the organism whilst not exhibiting any clinical signs 

• Ingestion of contaminated food or water can also cause infection 



OJD Control cont 

Control – there is no treatment, animals showing clinical signs will die 

• Vaccination of sheep and goats can aid protection 

• Testing for the disease is very complex and can take 12 weeks  

• The best control strategy is PREVENTION 

• Bacteria lives in the Small Intestine & lymph nodes and is shed in the faeces 

Johne’s affected intestine Healthy sheep intestine 



OJD Prevention 

The greatest risk to your property is by the introduction of infected livestock 

Only purchase animals that are JD Free 

Safeguards which can help reduce the risk of introduction: 

• Use a market assurance program (MN1 or better) 

• Always comply with “Qld’s entry requirements for livestock” 

• Always ask the interstate vendor questions about JD & contact local animal 
health officers for advice 

• Always insist on a “Sheep Health Statement” before the purchase 



Introducing Sheep Into Queensland 
(updated 2015) 



Queensland eligible sheep come from: 
 

•  APPROVED REGIONAL BIOSECURITY PLAN AREA (RBPA) 

or 

•  TESTED ASSURANCE FLOCKS 



Queensland OJD entry requirements 2015 
 

• A five-year National Ovine Johne’s disease (OJD) Management Plan came into 
effect from 1 July 2013. 

 

• As a result the Queensland Government has changed the entry requirements for 
sheep coming to Queensland. 

 

• The prevalence of OJD in Queensland is very low and these measures are designed 
to protect that low prevalence. 



What has changed 

• Low prevalence or Protected areas no longer formally recognised. 

• The ABC score system has been discontinued. 

• Vaccination option is no longer accepted for entry of sheep to Qld.  

 This is in line with new understanding that vaccination is not effective in 
 protecting low-risk flocks and areas. 

Now we have: 

• REGIONAL BIOSECURITY PLAN AREAS  (RBPA) 



Two ways to meet QLD entry requirements 

1. Regional Biosecurity Plan Areas 

– If approved by Biosecurity Queensland. 

– Born & raised in RBPA  eligible for entry. 

– Not born & raised in RBPA  require tested assurance and history records 
maintained. 

 

2. Tested Assurance 

–  for non RBPA flocks. 



Regional Biosecurity Plan Area (RBPA) 

• The revised entry requirements recognise other low-risk areas 

• RBPs are a set of actions agreed to by a group of producers to manage 
biosecurity risk for their farms 

• RBPs will outline how groups will detect, control and manage endemic 
diseases to minimising the spread 

• Producers will need to negotiate trading opportunities with those states and 
regions with biosecurity plans in place.  

• We no longer refer to Exclusion Zones. 



OJD Approved Regional Biosecurity Plan Areas 

Areas approved by the Queensland chief inspector as having a RBP 
which provides protection against OJD comparable to Queensland: 

– Queensland 

– South Australia 

– New South Wales - regional biosecurity plan areas map (PDF, 2.85MB) 

• Central West (Coonamble) 

• Central West (Nyngan), extended as agreed in April 2014 

• Coonabarabran 

• Darling 

• Northern Tablelands, extended as agreed in April 2014 

• Riverina Sheep Biosecurity Group, extended as agreed in November 2013 and September 
2014 

• Walgett 

• Western district 

– Victoria - North western district - North-Western regional biosecurity plan area map (PDF, 746KB) 

https://www.daff.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/86067/NSW-sheep-biosecurity-areas-map.pdf
https://www.daff.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/224287/map-north-western-victoria-OJD.pdf
https://www.daff.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/224287/map-north-western-victoria-OJD.pdf
https://www.daff.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/224287/map-north-western-victoria-OJD.pdf


NSW OJD Regional Biosecurity Areas 

 

 



Victoria OJD Regional Biosecurity Area 



Contact Local Lands Service for 
Regional Biosecurity Plan Area Maps. 



Contact details for OJD Regional Biosecurity Areas: 
 

Local Lands Service   Phone Number 

Coonabarabran      02 6842 1300 

Coonamble      02 6822 1588 

Nyngan        02 6831 1500 

Riverina        03 5881 1055 

Northern Tablelands   02 6732 1200 

Western District     03 5020 1691 

Darling        02 6872 2322 

Victoria- NW Zone    0427 921 037 



Tested Assurance 

For sheep entering Queensland from outside 
of Regional Biosecurity Plan Areas 



Entry requirements for NON RBPA AREA flocks 

MN1, MN2 or MN3  Market Assurance Program member 

or 

Abattoir  500 monitoring  as described on Sheep Health Statement (SHS) 

or 

Pool faecal 350 test  as described on SHS. 



Documentation required to enter QLD 
 

• Certificate of Health Waybill. 
(Note: Part 3 must be signed by DPI/LLS if coming from NON RBPA) 

• Sheep Health Statement 

• NVD 



Certificate of health waybill 

• NEW version- from 11 June 2013 

• A copy of the Certificate of health waybill which shows that the 
minimum entry requirements are met, must: 

– accompany sheep entering Queensland  

– be provided to Biosecurity Queensland 
(Fax to 07 4688 1470). 

– Section 3 must be completed from Non RBPA flocks 



Certificate of health waybill  
Available at  www.daf.qld.gov.au 

http://www.daff.qld.gov.au/


Sheep Health Statement (SHS) 

• Simplified SHS contains the information required to complete a 
Certificate of health. 

• Producers should insist on getting a SHS when buying or agisting 
sheep, especially from interstate. 

• New national SHS is an important disease risk assessment tool  

• The SHS has been designed for adoption nation-wide and includes 
recognition of OJD vaccination and testing results. 

• Yes/No questions allow buyers to quickly make informed biosecurity 
decisions.  

“Wise Buyers will insist on it” 



Sheep Health Statement 
Available on www.daf.qld.gov.au website 

http://www.dafff.qld.gov.au/


Where to find more information 
 

• OJD in Australia 

– www.ojd.com.au 

• OJD in QLD & entry requirements 

– Biosecurity QLD Customer Service Centre 13 25 23 

– https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/agriculture/animal-
management/land-management-for-livestock-farms/welfare-and-transport-
of-livestock/health-welfare/moving 

• National OJD Management Plan 

– http://www.ojd.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Policy-Paper-
OJDMP13-18-Final.pdf 

http://www.ojd.com.au/
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IT’S YOUR INDUSTRY  PROTECT IT 

AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION IS 
WORTH A TONNE OF CURE. 

“WISE BUYERS INSIST ON SHEEP HEALTH STATEMENT” 


